
Mehring 

March 23, 1881 

 

Beloved Brother and Sister-in-law, 

 

 Since we have not heard from you for so long, I your sister Anna will take 

up the pen to write you a few lines and tell you that we are still alive which we 

hope also of you. 

 Dear Brother, we would have written to you sooner but we lost your 

address and now found it again. Also, I must tell you that our Father is still 

sickly. We are still all together except for our Brother Peter who is a hired man 

in Poelig. I, too, worked out with strangers for 7 years. I would have remained 

there but these are bad years in Germany for even the richest people do their 

own work. In Germany, things are bad for the vineyards and orchards have 

frozen. Fruit and potatoes are few and the wages are bad. People would like to 

earn something but everyone does his own work. 

 Our sister Maria still works diligently on her sewing machine. Also 

Johann and little Mathias are still going to school. 

 Here in Germany we hear so much about the newly discovered land in 

America so that unnumbered people from Germany imigrate to conquer the 

new world.  

 Also, all of us, your father, mother, sisters, and brothers would like to be 

with you. In all the surrounding villages, people deport for America. Even here 

in Mehring they begin to move there. 

 I too have a will to come to you, but we cannot scrape together enough 

money, otherwise I would have been with you for a long time. As far as Mother 

and Father are concerened, they would be glad to let me go but there just is 

not enough money. Peter Regneri, his mother, Christina, and Maria, they all 

say I should write to you. If you would be so good as to send me a free ticket, 

as Father and Mother say, I could repay you once I am with you, for now it 

doesn’t cost so much anymore. Also, dear Brother, do me the favor and give us 

your answer right away. Whatever you want to do for many write from 

America that things look so good in that land. Write to us also whether you 

are in the newly discovered land. Also we heard that there was a Catholic 

priest who had accompanied them there. Give us your answer soon. 

 How about our sister Katherine, she has not written for so long. Has she 

perhaps died for she has not written to us since she married. 

 For a long time, we have hoped for a letter from you but none come. 



 How about your children, are they finishing school soon? Our Johann 

makes his first Holy Communion this Easter and finishes school. Little 

Mathias will finish school in 2 years. If they had finished school, they too 

would like to come to America. 

 I don’t know any more news to write to you, and so I want to close at this 

time and greet you cordially in this glad hope. 

Your loving sister, 

Anna Maria Gesellchen in  

Mehring 

 

 
 

Anna Maria Gesellchen became Anna Maria Shultze and can be found sitting 

at this 1905 picnic at the table near the back. She was labeled “friend” until 

we found out the she was a Gesellchen cousin to Mary Lorang. “Friend” at the 

left with a white collar and dark dress.  

 

 



 
1910 photo, “House in Mehring, Germany” by John Lorang 


