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March 27, 1914.  
Mr. Henry Lorang,  
California. 
 

Dear Brother Henry,  
 Well Henry, I have a few minutes which I can use for letter writing so I thought I would 
occupy this time by giving you a few of the recent happenings in the neck of the woods. To start with 
allow me to use this for a subject, MASTER RODNEY LORANG WHALEN, This fellow put in his 
first orders for a clear track about 3:00 A. M. the morning of the 12th , at 6:30 A. M. I called Mother 
Lorang on the phone at 8:00 o’clock she was at our house, I then called the doctor. (TUOMY) and he 
informed us that the baby would be born some time in the afternoon or evening. Amalia had 
considerable pain during the fore-noon and at 1:30 P. M. the real labor pains started. She suffered 
quite severe pains from this time until the baby was born at 3:15 P. M. Amalia was not put under the 
influence of drugs and was talking to us during the entire performance. As soon as the baby was born 
she rested fine and has very little pain. The boy came fine and he was sure a live one when he arrived 
and has proved himself to be up to present time. He has real black hair, dark blue eyes, has a fine 
shaped head, weighed nearly 8 ½ pounds when he was first born and he is the best natured fellow 
you could hope to ever meet. In fact the only time that he puts up a noise is when he is after 
something to eat which takes place about every three hours in the day-time and once or twice at 
night. The little fellow came a few days ahead of schedule but the doctor say that this was on account 
Mollies condition, she was quite sick for about a week before the baby was born and the doctor said 
that this would not hurt her nor the baby and that all the difference would be that the baby would 
sleep more than usual and he has surely done this for he puts in practically all his time sleeping.   
 Amalia got up on the 10th day and on the eleventh she went back to bed. She got sick and has 
been in bed ever since, however she is a little better this morning and we hope to have her up again 
soon. She eats well and sleeps well and these are very good indications so your Mother says. Mother 
Lorang has been with us all the time and has taken care of Amalia herself. I offered to get a trained 
Nurse but Mother thought she could do it better and take better care of her and I fully agree with her 
that she can and has an I shall not forget her kind deeds. Martha has also been with us all the time 
and helped me with the other work. When Amalia gets able to be up Bertha will come in and stay 
with us and Mother and Martha will go home.  
 Your father is driving Kid these days. He bought a new harness for him and a new buggy and 
believe me he is some driving poney and can give a man a ride worth taking, however, I don’t believe 
it’s a very good policy for Mr. Lorang to drive him too much, he is a little cagie for him and he might 
get away with him some time.  I can see your father failing every year more, of course he believes 
himself to be as good a man as he was at 30 but he is far from it in my judgment.  
 Well Henry this is a good big letter so I will look for one in return. With love from Amalia, 
Rodney and myself, I am          

Your brother,  
C Whalen 

P.S. Accept out of kind thanks for the little stockings. Just received.    



 

Mollie Lorang’s wedding to Charles Whalen, June 1913  
Christine is bridesmaid, and Viola is flowergirl on left.  



 

Rodney Whalen, with mother Mollie. Later involved in radio and changed his name to Roger Wolfe.  
Instrumental DJ in New Orleans helped promote new Dixieland Bands.   

 

 

 

 



 



 


