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“On the roads for five months: 

By John Lohrang” 

 (an H was added to the Lorang name while they were in communication with 

their German friends and community in Wisconsin).  

This article was translated from German, found in a local 1910 Wisconsin 

German newspaper, by Prof. Leif Hoffman of Lewis & Clark College.  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

“My wife and I left our home in Genesee, Idaho, on April 17 to travel to New 

York, where we took the steamboat “Berlin” with the final destination of 

Naples, Italy, on April 23rd. We were traveling with a group of 175 American 

pilgrims. This group was led by Bishop Eis von Marquette. 

We arrived in Naples, Italy, on May 4th. The weather was nice and cold. We 

visited the town of Pompeii, which was destroyed in 79 A.D. by the Vesuvius 

and where today a great number of excavations testify to the daily lives of its 

former inhabitants. We also thought of visiting Capri, but due to the stormy 

weather we weren’t able to visit the cave [Lief: I assume this is a reference to 

the famous Blue Grotto sea cave]. 

We took our meals in the Quisisana hotel. After our return to Naples, we 
visited, among others, the Franciscan church, the tomb of St. Clare near the 
church, the church of St. Januarius, and the sumptuous St. Martin’s church, 
which was erected in the 13th century. 

From there we continued our voyage to Rome where we stayed in the Hotel 

Bavaria. 

We visited the St. Cecilia church, in which the patron saint is laid to rest, as 

well as Saint Maria church, where Pope Pius IX was buried [Leif: a quick 

Google search seems to indicate he is buried somewhere else; thus, I am not 

sure about historical accuracy, but this is what your ancestor wrote]. Then we 

visited the St. Peter’s Dome, the largest church in the world, which can hold 

up to 55,000 people and which cost 77 million [Leif: no currency given]. I will 

refrain from describing the sumptuousness of the dome with its paintings and 

awe-inspiring architecture. In the front part of the church rests St. Peter. 
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We also went to see many other churches, which all were very interesting, as 

well as the catholic and national museums and the huge, ancient ruin, which 

is the Coliseum. 

Then the pilgrims among us went to the Vatican, where we were received by 

Pope Pius. His address to us was translated for us by a cardinal into German. 

After receiving the pontifical benediction, we all went in front of the building 

where a photo of us was taken. 

We also visited the gardens of the Vatican. Before leaving we went one more 

time to the St. Peter’s Dome where a prelate gave a send-off speech. I climbed 

the dome all the way to the top right under the cupola.  

Our pilgrimage ended in Rome and the members of the group went their own 

ways afterwards. 

On May 20 we took the steamboat “Cleopatra” to Alexandria. We visited the 

catacombs and took a guided tour through the city. The next day we drove to 

Cairo. From there we took a detour to see the pyramids and the Sphinx. This 

detour involved us having to ride on camels.  

After our return we visited a couple of mosques, the museum, the Well of 

Joseph, which is 500 feet deep and which is assumed to have been built 4000 

years ago. It is 24 feet in the quad [Leif: quadrant – I assume that this means 

the circumference of the well is 24 feet].  

It was very hot here with 96 degrees in the shadow. The following day we 

traveled to see the holy tree of Mary, the tree under which Mary is thought to 

have rested on her flight to Egypt. Then we looked for the 464-feet high 

Obelisk, which has been created out of solid granite and which is supposed to 

be 6000 years old.  

At this location we also visited an ostrich farm, which was home to 150 birds. 

On the 28th we left for Port Said and took from there another steamboat to 

Jaffa where we arrived in the morning. From Jaffa we took the train to 

Jerusalem. 

Here we visited first the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, which was built by St. 

Helena in 325 A.D. and which had been repeatedly destroyed and rebuilt 

through the ages. We also visited the Church of St. Stephen, the place where 

the saint was stoned to death. 
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From there we went on to visit the city of Jericho, where we went to see the 

mount of the ascension. In the afternoon we traveled to the Dead Sea and to 

the Jordan River. Later on we returned to Jerusalem, where we visited more 

churches. Among other churches, we visited the church which was erected on 

the spot where Jesus and his disciples shared the last supper together and 

where the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples.  

Afterward we traveled on to Bethlehem to visit the grotto where Christ is 

supposed to have been born. Once again a beautiful church had been erected 

on top of the grotto during the times of St. Helena. 

We visited many other churches, which had been built at historical significant 

locations, including the Ecce Home Church, which is located right on the spot 

where Pilate presented Christ to the Jewish people and left him to them. Then 

we went on to the garden Gethsemane. On the left of it there is a grotto where 

Jesus is thought to have prayed. Then we went to visit Maria’s tomb and the 

Salomon stone bridge. We also didn’t neglect to visit the grand mosque, which 

was built on the same stop where once the temple stood where Peter once 

converted 5000 people. 

From there we left to go to Nazareth to visit the Well of Jacob. The following 

day we left for Haifa. On our way we passed the ruins of Samaria. On our way 

back to Nazareth we passed Mount Carmel. 

In the afternoon we went to Tiberias, passed Sana and Mount Tabor. We 

arrived at the Sea of Galilee, also known as “Sea of Tiberius”, in the evening. 

The next day we traveled across the Sea of Galilee and continued our journey 

all the way to Damascus, where we arrived in the evening. The next morning 

we took a guided tour through the city. We saw the house where Judas 

Iscariot had lived as well as the house of Ananias and the prison where the 

Apostle Paul had been held captive and then freed. Moreover, we visited 

another mosque and a silk manufacturing plant. 

From the mountaintops outside of the city, you get a great view of the city and 

its surrounding areas.  

The next morning we left to travel on to Baalbek, where we saw the largest 

ruins in the world. On the ramparts we noticed stones that were 60 feet long 

and 12 to 14 feet in the quad [Leif: quadrant/squared]. We especially admired 

how these stones must have been lifted up 20 feet high and even higher in the 
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past. From there we continued our journey to Beirut on the border of the 

Mediterranean Sea, where we stayed the night at the “Deutschen Hof”. With 

the steamboat “Senegal” we traveled on to Constantinople.  

To be continued… 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

And in another 1910 German newspaper, from Wisconsin: 

“On the roads for five months 

By John Lohrang 

Conclusion 

In the morning we traveled to the Island of Samos where we stayed the day 

and visited the city. The following day we arrived in Smyrna, where we visited 

the city. Tobacco and wine was produced in both locations. Samos is 

inhabited by the Greek.  

As we left with the steamboat in the afternoon we saw Asia to the left and 

Europe to the right. The European side is …. great for cereal. As the evening 

was approaching we arrived in Constantinople, and after supper we went to 

the music garden. With the help of a tour guide and a vehicle we visited the 

city. We first saw the Hagia Sophia, where two columns from the Temple of 

Salomon can still be found. The Sophia basilica was first built by Constantine 

the Great in the 3rd century A.D. Later on it burned down and was rebuilt by 

the architects Theodosius and Justinian [Leif: This might be a bit confusing. 

These two were not architects per se, but emperors who ordered the rebuilding] 

in the 6th century. In the 12th century the Turks took over the basilica and 

turned it into a mosque. Within the Hagia Sophia we saw two large wax 

candles, 600 pounds each, and a book which once belonged to the emperor 

Constantine and which was bound in vellum.  

Then we went to the museum where we saw the skeleton of King Tabitha  

resting in a stone sarcophagus. He lived 800 years before Christ. 

Constantinople is a very interesting city with more than one million 

inhabitants and is beautifully located.  

In the afternoon we crossed the Bosporus to the Asian side to observe the 

Muslims of today.  
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The next day we got up to behold the sultan on his walk to the mosque and to 

see the dervishes. We also visited a Turkish amusement park outside of the 

city. On the 18th we left Constantinople and arrived around midnight in 

Adrianople, where we stayed until the morning. Pretty quickly we went on and 

arrived soon in Bulgaria. We arrived in Sophia at 5:15pm. In the evening we 

explored a park and the next day the city. We considered a Sophia Church, 

which was partially in ruins and over 1000 years old, very interesting.  

The next day we arrived in Belgrade and continued our journey all the way to 

Budapest. In Hungary we traveled through a very beautiful and fertile region.  

Budapest is a beautiful city. 

We went to the railroad to see the Austrian Emperor pass by, who took a 

carriage to this palace.  

From there we went on to Vienna, where we arrived around noon. Here we 

visited the Cathedral of St. Stephen, the jade exhibit, and the emperor’s 

palace, which we were able to also visit from the inside. Here we had the great 

opportunity to see the old emperor Franz Josef close up as he left for 

Schönbrunn. We also visited the Königsburg and Schönbrunn. 

From there we traveled on to Munich, where presently the Peter and Paul 

Festival was under way. We were able to join a wonderful mass in the St. 

Paul’s Church. Soon afterwards we went to see the porcelain manufactory, the 

Löwenbräu, and the Liebrauen Church, which is the bishop’s cathedral and 

which has a tower 99 meters high. I climbed the 486 stairs and had a great 

view over the city and the surrounding areas. The church is over 700 years old 

and has 25 altars. King Ludwig the first is also laid to rest there.  

From our base in Munich we made an excursion to Oberammergau to attend 

the passion play, which has been performed there since 1632. 

We continued our journey traveling to Innsbruck in Tyrol via Mittelwald. The 

weather was cold and wet and we therefore took the carriage and enjoyed the 

beautiful views with the mountains covered in snow in the distance.  

From there we went on to Einsiedeln, where we made the acquaintance of 

Father Frei. He is a brother of Reverend Frei in Colton, Washington.  

Now we moved on to Zurich. There we took a boat tour on the lake and scaled 

Mount Pilatus later on. The cities of Lucerne and Interlaken were next. In the 



Page 6 of 7 
 

morning we went to the glaciers and Eismeer. A tunnel was drilled here into 

the ice. The ice at this location is between 3 and 400 feet deep. We drove 

through the tunnel and experienced then the worst snow storm of our lives. 

We were 11,000 feet above sea level. 

After returning to Interlaken, we went on to Mantua and then to Geneva. 

Because we forgot to change the train we ended up in Marseille and had to 

turn around to get to Lourdes. There we visited the St. Mary  and the church. 

We journeyed on from there to Bordeaux, then Tours and Nantes. Here we 

searched the church registers, because I had believed that my father was born 

here. However, I couldn’t find his name anywhere. 

We then traveled on to Paris where we stayed for some time to be able to see 

all the sights. From there we went on to Diekirch, Echternach, and Trier. At 

the latter location we also explored the beautiful surrounding areas. All the 

rain made excursions a bit difficult. We did visit many other towns though, 

including Üdersdorf, where our parents once lived.” 

[Leif: he writes Uedesdorf/Üdesdorf, but I am certain he means Üdersdorf, 

which is in the Trier area. Here is today’s official website: 

http://www.uedersdorf.de/ - I think it would be great to contact the 

municipality and share this old traveling report with them/their local press. Let 

me know what you think. I could help you write a letter/email.]. We did contact 

them and shared this and photographs.  

“We continued our journey to Coblenz, Cologne, Berlin and Potsdam. We 

stopped and rested in each of these towns and especially in Berlin we spent 

the time to take in all the sights.  […] to Cologne and then to Brussels. There 

we went to see an exhibit. After taking a look around town, we traveled on to 

London. We explored the city of London by automobile in the company of 

Father Ambros. From London we went to Southampton and left on the 17th for 

New York where we arrived in the morning of the 23rd. After several stops on 

the way, our journey brought us to Fond du Lac. There we stayed for a while 

with my relatives before finally returning back home. 

 

http://www.uedersdorf.de/
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John and Mary Lorang, May 1910 


