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Irvin J. Schooler Missing In Action 

Mrs. Mattie J. Schooler received the following telegraphic 

message from the war department at Washington, D.C., Tuesday 

shortly after noon: 

“Deeply regret to inform you that Prvt. Irvin J. Schooler, 

infantry, is officially reported as missing in action July 19. Will 

report first information.” 

The sad news came as a distinct shock to Mrs. Schooler and 

family as they had only recently received a letter from him under 

date of July 16, stating that he had been in the big drive made by 

the Americans and French July 1, but that he was back of the lines 

resting and would be for 40 days, but evidently he must have been 

put back into action. 

Irvin Schooler is the son on Mrs. M. J. Schooler and was 

among the first to respond to his country’s call. He enlisted and left 

Genesee for Camp Lewis October 5.1917. He was in training at 

Camp Lewis until November 6 when he was sent with the 161st 

infantry to Camp Mills and left there December 12 for France. 

In June he was transferred from the 161st infantry to Co. M, 

23d infantry, one of the fighting regiments. 

Every effort will be made to locate him and hopes are 

entertained that he may yet be found.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter from Phil Schooler Nov. 15, 1918 

In a letter from Phil Schooler to his mother, Mrs. M. J. Schooler, he 

writes hopefully of finding his brother, Irvin, who was reported as 

missing in action, after the war is over. He also states that Irvin was 

in the big drive at Chateau Thierry and that he had done his part. 

While in Paris Irvin had told Percy Armstrong that he has helped to 

unfasten a young German that had been chained to a machine gun. 

The following are excerpts from his recent letter. 

“Harry, Charles Gray and I are aerial machine gunners. Have done 

a good deal of flying before we came here. Haven’t been up since we 

came here and don’t think we will have to, but if we do get a chance 

at a Hun plane will try and make it count. We are trying to do all we 

can to bring this to a close, but can only do as we are told.” 

Harry and Phil are working together. Their address is U.S.N. 

Aviation Forces, A. P.O. No. 4, B.E.F. France. 


