
SGT. LEE JOHANN IN ENGLAND AND AN AIRCRAFT MECHANIC 

Lee Johann, now Sgt. Johann, who got a good start in the building 

trades at Genesee, his home town, and then entered the service, to 

put in some time in Iceland, has been in England for quite a while. 

In a letter from what we presumed to be Iceland, written ‘Fyrir 

Rikissjord Islands,’ the News received a piece of paper money, 

‘Krona’. Now comes a news release, censored, from England, which 

reads: AN EIGHTH AIR FORCE RECONNAISSANCE STATION, 

ENGLAND- When Eighth Air Force planes take to the air on their 

around-the-clock missions over enemy territory, they represent the 

triumph of skilled hands on the ground, hands such as those 

belonging to Sergeant Leander R. Johann, 34, of Genesee. Sgt. 

Johann is an aircraft mechanic at this base, charged with 

maintenance, repair and supervision of twin-engine Mosquito 

planes. 

From this station, Mosquitoes and B-17 Flying Fortresses fly lone 

missions over the Atlantic and the European continent, gathering 

weather data so vital to future air and ground operations and 

photographing German military, industrial and maritime 

installations before and after attacks by Eighth Air Force heavy 

bombers. 

Sgt. Johann is the son of Mrs. Katie Johann, Genesee. A graduate 

of Genesee high school, he was a carpenter before entering the 

army in August, 1942. He attended aircraft mechanic’s school at 

Lincoln, Nebr., and Seattle, Wash., and has been overseas since 

June, 1943. He has been award the Good Conduct Ribbon and the 

European Theatre of Operations Ribbon with Bronze Star for 

participation of his unit in the aerial warfare over western Europe. 



 

 

At an Eighth Air Force 

Reconnaissance Station, 

England—Pictured is 

Sergeant Leander R. 

Johann, airplane 

mechanic. He maintains 

and repairs British-made 

Mosquitoes at this base, 

aircraft that fly weather 

and reconnaissance 

missions over Europe. 
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