
1907 letter, Paulina Gesellchen Michels, found and sent by Mary Nielsen, South Dakota 

May 11, 2002 

Diane, 

I hope you are having a good weekend… 

I looked at some of the old letters again the other night. Most of them are coming from Germany, 

but I did find two from Idaho.  

These letters were sent to Michael and his wife Anna in Valley City. Their son Frank-his daughter 

Agnes, had these letters. Agnes and her daughter Ann Marie had a priest in Valley City translate 

the letters from German to English in the early 1980’s.  

The two letters from Idaho are written by two ladies-Christina Gesellchen Smolt and Pauline 

Gesellchen Michels. I believe you were looking for information on, on the website Ancestory.com on 

Pauline Michels? 

I will re-type the letters below: 

2124 Boone Ave 

Spokane, WA 

December 29, 1907 

 

Mr. M. Gesellchen 

Dear Cousin Mike,  

 

You’ll be surprised when you get this letter to find that my sister Christina has been lying 

here in the sisters hospital for almost a month. She had an operation. She had a big tumor 

cut out. It must have weighed 8lbs., so she is very sick and weak. Since she can’t write 

herself, she asked me to answer your letter. I don’t know how long she will have to stay in 

the hospital. Perhaps I can take her to my house soon.  

 

She told me she found a new cousin who said that her father’s name was John Gesellchen. 

Maybe Christine can write you more about it when she gets well.  

 

I was happy to hear that you are healthy, which thank God we can say of ourselves.  

 

Tell your son Edgar, that I will write to him soon. He is healthy and happy, get to dances 

every week.  

 

The children and also my husband work everyday, but my husband went to work in a mine 

in Idaho where he gets along well with his boss. So he has a good work and earns $3.50 a 

day. Here in Spokane everything lies idle because of the banks.  

 
My brother John also lives here in Spokane. Brother Peter was here with us for a week. He 

went back home yesterday morning. So, that’s about all I want to tell you, besides wishing 

you a Happy New Year.  

 

With many greetings to all of you from your cousin.  

 

Pauline (Gesellchen) Michels 

(sister of Mary Lorang)  


